FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Greer, South Carolina
8:55 a.m. Worship
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
March 22, 2026 Fifth Sunday in Lent 8:55 a.m.

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude As the Deer Nystrom
Caroline Buff, solo

*Call to Worship

We wait for the Lord; our souls wait,
and in God’s word we hope;
Our souls wait for the Lord,
more than those who watch for the morning.
O lIsrael, hope in the Lord!
For with the Lord there is steadfast love and great power to redeem.

*Prayer of Adoration

*Hymn No. 634 To God Be the Glory TO GOD BE THE GLORY

Confession of Sin

O God, in whom we live and move and have our being, we know the power of death. We
have seen its works; we have smelled its stench. We confess that we have not always
believed in your power over death. We have not always trusted in your power to redeem
our pain. Forgive us. Send your Holy Spirit to meet us where we are and walk with us into
the light. Unbind us, O Lord, and set us free to love and know ourselves loved by You,
the resurrection and the life. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Response No. 471 O Lord, Hear My Prayer HEAR MY PRAYER
Sing Three Times

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.
When | call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer.
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me.

Assurance of Pardon

*Response No. 223 When | Survey the Wondrous Cross HAMBURG
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;

love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.
*Words of Peace

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Invitation to the Children

Prayer for lllumination
Living God, open the eyes of our hearts, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we

may see light, in your truth find freedom, and in your presence discover your peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray. Amen.



Scripture Reading John 11
selected verses

Sermon “Lord, If You Had Been Here. . .” Reverend Proctor

*Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People The Lord Is My Light THE LORD IS MY LIGHT
The Congregation is Invited to Sing the Refrain upon Cue.

The Lord is my light, my light and my salvation:
in God | trust; in God | trust.

Offering
Offertory I Surrender All Van DeVenter
*Response No. 654 In the Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful IN THE LORD

Sing Three Times
In the Lord I'll be ever thankful; in the Lord | will rejoice!
Look to God; do not be afraid.

Lift up your voices; the Lord is near.

Lift up your voices; the Lord is near.
*Prayer of Dedication and the Lord’s Prayer
*Hymn No. 796 We Come to You for Healing, Lord LAND OF REST
*Charge and Benediction

* Those who are able may stand.



Welcome to worship on this Fifth Sunday in Lent. Please record your presence by signing the
fellowship pads located in each pew. If you are worshiping with us online, we invite you to email Lisa
Johnson in the church office at lisaj@fpcgreer.org or fill out the online attendance form on our
website, www.fpcgreer.org/online-attendance.

Thank you to June Schafer for assisting in worship and to Caroline Buff for sharing her musical
gifts.

Today’s bulletin art is by Sarah Lea West, an Anglican priest who lives in New Zealand. Sarah
works mostly in printmaking, carving each image by hand. sarahleawest.art - used with permission.

Taizé is a genre of meditative, repetitive song for congregational prayer and contemplation,
originating from the Taizé Community in France. The music is characterized by simple phrases from
scripture or liturgy and is sung in ostinato (repeated) or canon form. There are over twenty Taizé
songs in our Glory to God hymnal and today’s worship service highlights several of these.

Come welcome our new Stated Supply Associate Pastor, Reverend Emily Proctor! We will
enjoy Lemonade on the Lawn following 11:00 a.m. worship so you will have an opportunity to greet
Emily and share the warmth and love of this congregation.

Youth Group meets today at 5:30 p.m. We will spend some time with Pastor Emily and pack eggs
for the Easter Egg Hunt on April 4.

The Lent Study Group continues this Wednesday, March 25 at 1:00 p.m. in the Mt. Tabor Room.

Kids Connection meets this Wednesday, March 25, at 5:30 p.m. K5 through 5th graders are
invited to join us for games, stories, music, and fun! Contact the church office for more information.

The FPCG Church Workday is Saturday, March 28 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. All ages and
abilities are invited to come help with general clean up and grounds maintenance that will freshen up
our campus for Holy Week. If cleaning and yardwork are not your thing, we will also be packing
bagged lunches that morning in the church kitchen for the Triune Mercy Center.

Cherub Choir (K4-1st) and Grace Notes (2nd-5th) are singing in worship next Sunday. Please
meet in the children’s choir room at 10:45 a.m.

Please note that we have one service next Sunday, March 29. Join us in the sanctuary at 11:00
a.m. for Palm Sunday worship.

Join us for the FPCG annual Easter Egg Hunt at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 4, at the home of
Jed and Anne Marie Wall. Contact the church office for more information or to volunteer.

All are invited to the FPCG Book Club meeting on April 7 at 3:00 p.m. in the Agape Room. Deb
Richardson-Moore will discuss her latest book, The Last Beach Town. Deb is the author of six
mystery/suspense titles and a memoir, "The Weight of Mercy," about her early years as a pastor at
the Triune Mercy Center in Greenville, S.C. A national award-winning former reporter for The
Greenville News, Deb has also won numerous awards for her work in homeless services and
community involvement.

Vacation Bible School is coming June 1-5! We need volunteers in a variety of roles to help from
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. as we find our strength in God on the Snow Mountain Challenge. Sign up to
volunteer at www.fpcgreer.org/vbs-information or fill out the bulletin insert and drop it in the offering
plate. Please contact Pastor Emily or the church office with questions.



http://www.fpcgreer.org/vbs-information

