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August 30, 2020—Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Chiming of the Hour
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
Wendi Arms, solo

Temple/Hayes

Call to Worship
You came to us, Word made flesh,
to show us what it means to love.
You came to us, Word made flesh,
to teach us how to serve.
You came to us, Word made flesh,
to clothe the naked and feed the hungry.
Come to us now, Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
Show us. Teach us. Clothe us. Feed us.
Hymn # 300

We Are One in the Spirit

THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
A scribe said to Jesus, “I will follow you wherever you go.”
Jesus responded bluntly: “Following me isn’t easy.”
We want to follow you, Jesus.
But we, like your disciples, struggle with doubt and fear.
Our doubt and fear take over, often clouding our understanding of your miraculous love.
You asked them, “Why are you afraid, you of little faith?”
You ask us the same thing today.
We confess our fear of the unknown.
We confess our need to be in control.
We confess our inability to trust you completely.
Forgive us. Encourage us.
Teach us to follow, even when we don’t think we can anymore.
Even though faith is often not easy, replace our doubts with faithfulness,
our fears with courage, and our apathy with love.
All in the pursuit of Christ our Lord. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Congregational Response # 447

We Are Forgiven

WE ARE FORGIVEN

Moment with the Children
Special Music

Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated
Bob Harrison, solo

arr. Hayes

Scripture Reading

Matthew 16: 21-28

Sermon

“Not on a Leash”

Dr. Al Masters & Mary Moore Driggers

Affirmation of Faith
Leader: When Jesus walked the earth, he proclaimed who he was.
People: Christ said, “I am the bread of life.”
Leader: Our belief in him gives us nourishment for living.
People: Christ said, “I am the Light of the World.”
Leader: Our belief in him allows us to shine in darkness.
People: Christ said, “Before Abraham was, I am.”
Leader: Our belief in him means we understand Jesus as the fulfillment of God’s covenant promises.
People: Christ said, “I am the gate.”
Leader: Our belief in him shows us who God is and continually calls us out into the world.
People: Christ said, “I am the Good Shepherd.”
Leader: Our belief in him signifies that we will follow him and live under his protection.
People: Christ said, “I am the resurrection and the life.”
Leader: Our belief in him grants us eternal life, knowing he laid down his life for us.
People: Christ said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”
Leader: Our belief in him gives us direction, true understanding, and freedom from sin.
People: Christ said, “I am the true vine.”
Leader: Our belief in him gives us purpose and a divine connection to our Savior.
People: We all have our differences, but we proclaim these truths just as Christ
proclaimed them to his followers.
All: We believe Jesus is our living Lord who nourishes, shines, fulfills, calls, protects,
saves, directs, and frees us. Amen!
Prayers of the People
Offering
Congregational Response # 606

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Prayer of Thanksgiving & The Lord’s Prayer

OLD HUNDREDTH

Hymn # 761

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service

BEECHER

Charge and Benediction
Benediction Response
Postlude

May the Love of the Lord

SOON TI

Doxology Postlude

Stearns

Welcome to worship on this Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Please indicate your presence by emailing Lisa
Johnson at lisaj@fpcgreer.org.
The Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession, and Affirmation of Faith are taken from the UKirk Ministries Worship
Resource, Evangelism and Church Growth, PCUSA. Copyright 2015.
Special thanks to Mary Moore Driggers for her leadership in worship this morning.
Thank you to Bob Harrison, Wendi Arms, and Lisa Dillard for sharing their musical gifts in worship.
Some of this morning's prayers are attributed to Rev. Jill Duffield, Presbyterian pastor and editor of The Presbyterian
Outlook.
Please note that we now have the capability to accept your offering via text message. Please text GIVE to
18649993612. You may also give on our website or by mailing a check to the church office.

You are invited to join us this morning from 9-11 a.m. in the back church parking lots for our
congregational donuts and prayers drive-thru event. The church staff will be present and look
forward to seeing you and providing you and your family with information about fall faith formation
opportunities for children, youth, and adults.

We are restocking the Backpack Buddies Pantry as we get ready to
send home supplemental weekend food to Greer Middle
students. You may purchase items and drop them off in the pantry at
the church, or you can click https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/2ZQ62K8KQICC6?&sort=default for the Backpack Buddies Pantry Amazon Wishlist. If you are interested in serving on the
packing rotation, please contact Amy Couch.
Newsletter Schedule Change—Beginning on September 8th, the First Presbyterian
Newsletter will be sent out every other Tuesday. If you have content for the newsletter,
please email it to Lisa Johnson at lisaj@fpcgreeer.org by the Friday prior to the send date.
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